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This summer, as | have done for maoynmers, | led walking tours of Main StreeBelgrade
Lakes village. Inevitablyat least on@erson prticipating in these tourasks whether wewould
beseang the camp of the legendary retailer L.L. B€&8721967). | always complimerat
participant for knowing about éhBean connection with Belgrad8ut, das, | must tellhe
groupthata | t h ou g h formdr cam® @ race dottage, actuadystill exists it is not in
thevillageandc an 6t b e s e e n Raherit s onviaeht Pond, gghttagiride the point
of land that marks the beginning of the Mill Stream, which flows f@mat Pond and into Long
Pond at the dam at tim®rthern end of the village. And thétell the participants thdt.L. Bean
had a younger brother who did not achieve international fame but was very important as a
tourism entrepreneur right here in Beldga_akes during the first half of the twentieth century
And they will be seeing lot ofhis former propertyon this walking tour! Thalbrother wa Ervin
A. Bean.

Much of what we know about the historytrdvin Bean (1876.940)comes fronthe
narrativehetold a summer visitoto Belgrade Lakes in 1923. That man, Edward Mott Woolley,
lived in New Jersey angias a popular author and journalist who, from 1923 to 198%ea
series entitled ARomances of Small Busi nesso
BHS archives, we have a copy of the one he wrote about Ervin Bean. This copy originally
appeared on p. 6 dfew Brunswick, NG $he Central New Jersey Homewgfor November
14, 1923 According to Mott,

Everywhere in that vicinitjBelgrade Lakes regiori]heard people speak
of Beands st or anyoée wdrded,mawent & Beawfdrat t
from groceries and patent medicines to bB#an seemed to domieathe
business of the place. So, it looked as if Bean was worth @siaod/he
was.

Mott Ointerviewedd Ervin Bean and wrote his
article. Here is what Bean had to say:



il was born i n Mai ne maher ded anhcawera. My f at her

buried on the same day, and |, the second youngest, was sent to live among

strangers on another farm. | was six gaa@ld. My schooling was very limited,

and the farm work grinding. At sixteen, | lsithool for good and engaged mysel

to a farmer for $200 a year. Then | worked in a general store at $7.50 a week, and

guit that to enl i st -AmericahWar of389&8 ni sh War . 0 [ Spa
AnWhen | came home, I started a |ittle furn

and kept it going forive years, quitting to take a job on the road selling fishing

tackle for a New York house. Belgrade Lakes was on my doatel there you

have it. | liked the plageand made up my mind it would be a good summer

region, and a good place to start a busimness. That was thirteen years

1910].

ErvinBeanpur chased Bert Kellyds sporting goods
below). Originally,Charles Austin of the Central House had bitiih 1890as a general stofer
his daughter Jennie and sworlaw Harvey Parkerbu by 1910 Kelly owed itBeantransformed
it into astore catering to the touris{®ote that this was 2 years before his older brother, L.L.
Bean founded hisamous boot compariyp Freepor He tdd Mott:

AMy greatest early problem was to find out
to get these goods. It was hard to adjust a proper outfit [for fishing], amdetong customers
prompt service. But | attribute my success to the actcomg h ment of  #ldéalsot hese t
told Mott thfat$he, O@&@ d& syeé &rs ion the storeo).

Photo Caption:

Postcard, ca.

1910, showing

Ervin Beanods
store, 2¢

building on

right.

Made in Germsany r G. A. Smith ¢

BHS: Pope Postcard collection



Bean soldall the fishing gear, bait and sports goods tourists wanted, as well as the
groceries they needed and the tourist trinkets and souvenirs they desired as memeritos of the
summewacationsAnd f or his customer sd chil danénthe he i1
back of his storeAnd he branched out. The first motors to fit on boats appeared in 1910, and
soon Bean also was operating a profitable business of renting powerboats on a site near the dam
on Mill Stream. The increasing numbers of tourigp@rked his entrepreneurial spiand he
bought the former residence of Henry Godléine 1843 white house with the distinctive
wi dowds wa tdcahd operated itas therLake Yiew Manor guesthorm®aplete with
a famous dining room where guestsldoeat breakfast, lunch and dinner while looking out at
Long Pondsee photo and ad below). He also acquired the white house néxttaiently the
home of Bal |l oo n 8 which bedGame The Gottage ahnex testied gke View
Manor.
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Lake View Manor, Belgrade Lakes, Mq{ne

Photo Capton:Ph ot ogr aph of Beands Lakeview Manor
Collection



34 THE ABENAQUE

W. B. ARNOLD COMPANY
Waterville
COMPLETE CAMP EQUIPMENT
“ One of Maine’s Leading Hardware Stores ™

MACOMBER, FARR & WHITTEN

Kind
INSURANCE ANY $ Where
Augusta Trust Company Building, - Augusta, Maine

“NEW ENGLAND’S OWN ”
PACKERS AND PRODUCERS OF FINE FOODS
BATCHELDER & SNYDER CO.

Boston, - Mass.
PINE ISLAND CAMP FOR BOYS
BELGRADE LAKES, MAINE

Everything from horseback riding to ocean cruising

EUGENE LaFORREST SWAN, M. D., Director
312 Washington Avenue, - - BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

¢ OMPISTNER- NS ST @ R

Drs. E. H. Kidder & A. L. Johnston, Dentists
148 Main Street, WATERVILLE, MAINE Phone 318

L. .H.,. SOPER. CONPANY
DEPARTMENT STORE

WATERVILLE, ; : MAINE

LAKE SHORE HOTEL and COTTAGES
BELGRADE LAKES, MAINE

Centrally located and nearest to CAMP ABENA
50 Rooms with Bath Spacious Lobby and Dining Room overlooking Long Lake Booklet

J. B. CRONIN, Prop.

LAKE VIEW MANOR

LAKE VIEW MANOR is located on the shore of beautiful Long Lake in the charming little
village of Belgrade Lakes. Lake View Manor is complete with all modern conveniences. The
dining room, a wide veranda and some of the sleeping rooms are on the lake side of the house,
affording a wonderful view of the lake.

Rates: $4.00 per day and up. Rooms with bath, $5.00

BELGRADE LAKES, MAINE

E. R. BEAN, Prop.

Caption: Page
with
advertisements
from Abenque
Camp Abena
Yearbook for
1925. Note last
ad, which is for
E. R. Beanos
Lakeview
Manor. BHS:
Dowd
Collection



B e a muacessful tourist lodgings needed clean linen, so in 1920 he opened a laundry in
the small building across the street from his €tditee place that now is the Maine Made Shop.
Soon, the many guest houses and hotels in the village wanted to send tbeilirsesl there to be
washedand pressd, so Bearventually had to move the laundry to a larger building down near
the damindeed, by 1923, he dominated business in Belgrade Lakes, as Edward Mott Woolley
discovered!

The BHS has not been able to ascertain where Ervin IBeshin Belgrade Lakes
between 191@nd 1918. But we do know thia¢ married Inez \hte in 1914 and brought her to
Belgrade Lakes. In 1918, thepught the home that now is known as the 1830 Hdusas
right next door to his general store, and within easy walking of all his various enterprises. In the
1930s he sold the Lake View Manor to Edwin
guesthouse right across the street (the Lodtkiase would becomthe Village Inn in the
1960s). Erin Bean died in August 1940; according to the Waterklgning Sentine(Aug. 8,
1940), his funeral took place at the Union Church on Main Street in Belgrade Lakes village.
Subsequently, in 194Rjichael and Marie Nage of Waterville bought Beas house and store
from his estateThose of us who remember Belgrade lakes in the 1940s and 195Gsrive
memories of enjoying ice cream sodas and milk shdkgeg the summers at tinearble top
soda fountain in the form& e a n 6 sn osw oorwen e d b YThé dtbae whkalgmelistie
in the 1960s, and the spmwo in the summes® is a green space between the Bean/1830
House ad the old Chandler House (1831), in which the Nelson Harnden family were living
when Irvin and IneBean resided in BelgradBHS member Rod Johnsarrecalls thaduring
his late boyhood in the mitl950s, Mrs. BearEr v i n B e a-livédgsat least duong the
summers, in a winterized cottage at the inlet to Mill Stream right across the water from the
cottage of her brothén-law, L.L. Bean
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Enjoy history every month in
2019

Buy a copy of the ne\2019 BHS Calendar,
with anassortment of 18ld photographs of
Belgrade from 1890 to 195Q@nly $15 each,
and all proceedsenefitour capital fund to
preservaheOld Town HouseThese calendars
make great Christmas gifts!Available at
Day 0 s orSanmmered directly from BHS.




Dondt fwsittigedHS Histbory Room, which is located in the Belgrade
Community Center. You can sear historical photos on the walls, which document visually,

the

transformation of Belgrade from a prosperous farming community to a popular summer regort;

and you can view the historical artifacts in theplay cases. As of OctobertBe history room

is not staffed by volunteer docents, but if you have questions, would like to donate items, pr to

do research in our archives, please call our curator, Eric Hooglund, é234050 set up an
appointment.

October is still warm enough forwalking tours of historic and
picturesque Belgrade Lakes village!

Entetaining way to learn about timeeany historic houses and businesses in this 3@@f old

village. We are requesting a $10 per person donation, all of which goes into our capital cgmpaign

to preserve t Old Town House. Call Eric Hooglund to arrange:-20%-2310.

SAVE THE DATE!

Annual Holiday Stroll is Saturday, Dec. 1 As in past years, there will be lots of activities in
the Center For All Seasons, including vendors selling one of a kind, hand crafted Christm
And theBHS History Roomw i | | be open. Stop by to I|e
And we will be selling ou2019 calendarsreprints of Belgrade history books, antique
postcards, and various other unigue itemsWonderful gifts that will be cherished for years
by those who love the Belgrade Lakes region!

Looking for gift ideas?
How about one of the reprints of the Belgrade Past &Bent!
All proceeds spport the BHS

TOWN OF

BELGRADE
The books have lots of information about old Belgrade and
rai: many of the families who resided here as well as pictures of
!, }'L?.!". . many of the old buildings that make up this historic tovime

2nd printings of the Town Of Belgrade Pastand Present,
Pictures -Places-Peoplel7961996available for saleat the
BelgradeHistory Room, D a y Stase and the Belgrade
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L i3 ARE Town Office. Pricing for thesebooksare $30.00eachor

$27.00for member

796 7 1996

s gifts.
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Bel grade Hi stori campaigboci et yos

Rendering of Townhouse after Renovation

Sketch by Artist Erik Johnson
The Capital Fund Drive is going well We have received several thousand dollars and
returns are coming in on a daily basis. A friendly reminder to those who want to give and
have not yet done so. Use your return envelope or send your own to BHS, P.O. Box 36A,
Belgrade, Maine 04917. Use PayRBalan alternative byoing to our website
belgradehistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Thanks to those who have already donated, all donations will help the
bottom line!
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